
Geology Group Newsletter – July 2021 
 
My thanks this month goes to the leaders of our first outside field trips. Moira, who led her trip twice, and 
Peter made the start of our outdoor programme a great success, not only because we were meeting again 
at last but also for the two very interesting and informative walks. 
 
The other outdoor events are shown below, so look out for the calling notices and book in quickly. It is first 
come first served! 
 
We’ve now had the first of our new Zoom sessions of lectures called Historical Geology. To remind you, 
beginning in July, these will be fortnightly on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday mornings to avoid clashes with the 
field trips. NOTE: I gave incorrect details in the June newsletter. Thus, the first one in July will be on 14th 
July. The calendar on the website is correct. Sorry for the confusion! 
 
Miscellaneous  
 
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities. 
 
To celebrate their 25th anniversary, the EHT is running a series of anniversary walks to enable participants 
to do some fundraising. Many of these walks are led by people we know well, so why not join in on some of 
them. All the details are included in attachments to my distribution email. 
 
Thanks once again to Tim Carter who has written another historical piece for us below arising from 
questions raised on one of our recent field trips. 
 

Leonard Horner on the Malvern Hills (1811) 
 
What did the Malvern Hills signify to the first people who looked at them with ‘geological eyes’?  This 
question fascinated me as I have looked through the various nineteenth century accounts of the hills, 
both those in scientific publications and the more popular ones aimed at the visitor to the area. One thing 
is sure, they all looked first at the landscape as the clue to what lay beneath. 
 
We were doing just that on a recent U3A geology field visit to Gardner’s Quarry and Evendine.  I 
mentioned Leonard Horner’s 1811 article on the mineralogy of the hills. Horner was the first person to 
write a detailed account of the hills, their rocks and the surrounding formations.  
 
He came to the area in advance of the first Ordinance Survey maps and so did not have reliable 
information on either the heights of the hills or on many of the placenames. His account reflects a time 
before the major stratigraphic divisions to the east and the west of the hills had been mapped by William 
Smith, Greenough and Murchison. 
 
Horner was an acute observer and it is still possible to locate many of his observations around Malvern. 
His accounts of the mineralogy remained current for the next fifty years, until the development of 
mineralogical microscopy and the new surge of interest in the oldest rocks in England from 1860 
onwards. 
 
You can read his article and see how he viewed the hills by clicking on the following link (you may need to 
paste the link into your browser to access): 
 
https://trn.lyellcollection.org/content/transgsl/S1-1/1/281.full.pdf   
 

https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://trn.lyellcollection.org/content/transgsl/S1-1/1/281.full.pdf


 
 

 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Updated Calendar 

• Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series 
 
Calendar 

July onwards Fortnightly Lecture series: Historical Geology (2nd & 4th Wednesdays) 

July 7 Field trip:  Lord's Wood Quarry, scenic views & limestone pavement. 

 21 Field trip: Garden Cliff/Aust 

August 4 Field trip: The Southern Malverns, including Middle Hollybush Quarry and 
around Raggedstone Hill.   

 18 Field trip: TBA 

September 1 Field trip: The Warren House Formation 

 15 Field trip: TBA 

 29 Field trip: Ice Age Ponds in Herefordshire 

 
Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com 

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 01905 20920 cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749 geoffrey.carver@btinternet.com  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Gina Raitt Library 01684 575759 raittgeorgina@gmail.com 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 

Horner grew up in Edinburgh and as a student he learned about mineralogy from leading experts, as well 
as being exposed to the fierce arguments between the schools of Hutton and Werner on the mechanisms 
of rock formation. He was very much a product of the enlightenment and was also active in founding 
universities, his family’s linen business and in factory legislation – gaining the rare accolade of a 
favourable mention in Karl Marx’ Das Kapital.   
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